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АннотацияThe role of leisure in youth’s live is examined in the article, the main types of traditional Ukrainian youth leisure are lighted up, as well as youth’s participation in calendar ceremonies. The main attention is paid to youth meetings (“vechornutsi”, gatherings, “posvitk”, “dosvitky”, “street”, “toloka”, music) that were actually a kind of preparatory stage for the family life. At such gatherings young people choose a mate and girls have a chance to show themselves as craftswomen. The favorite games and dances of Ukrainian youth are considered. Most of ancient games were used as elements of magical rites and rituals, which were carried out under the direction of priests. However, later they lost that meaning and turned into children's fun plays and completely lost their original meaning.
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